has been presented to him.
Boards of Guardians, being as a rule bent on economy when this can be effected by cutting a doctor's remuneration, will naturally decide that many people who had previously never thought of seeking medical relief are eligible for it; and the Strabane Board of Guardians has so ruled in the case of a woman on the panel, and therefore clearly ineligible.
Dispensary medical officers will be within their rights in refusing to attend on a midwife's requisition in cases where no ticket has been presented, and the lives of a mother and child may thus be sacrificed in direct consequence of this unfair discrimination against them.
3. The settlement made between the representatives of Poor Law medical officers and the Ministry of Labour was that the Poor Law inedical officers' capitation rate for attendance on panel patients should be ls. 6d. less than the standard rate to compensate in full for the diminution in his Poor Law work which was expected to result from the introduction of Medical Benefit; another proposal previously made to reduce salaries was definitely abandoned. For some reason not easy to account for, Poor Law work in most districts is not lessened-in some it has actually appreciably increased. Yet, in spite of this settlement, in almost all cases where new appointments have been made, the Guardians, with the approval of the Ministry of Home Affairs, have substantially reduced the standard salaries previously fixed by agreement between the different Boards of Guardians and the representatives of the Poor Law medical officers, which standard rates had the approval of the old Local Government Board or the present Ministry of Home Affairs-another gross injustice to Poor Law medical officers, and one which would not have been sanctioned by the Local Government Board.
J. R. MARTIN Under Phlebotomy we learn that it is especially for the sanguineous, bilious, and other robust persons, for the depressed individual and nurses rarely, and never for pregnant women. Also that blood-letting is useful in high fever, but always with prude-nce. Purgatives and clisters are recommended in certain cases. The most valuable sideline in the treatise is the notes on three post-mortems in Chapter 8, and another in Chapter 15. In this last the petechial haemorrhages eovering the gurface of the lung are described, as also the great swelling of the spleen, and that it was four pounds in weight. These observations entitle O'Glacan to be claimed as an early pioneer in pathological anatomy, the father of Pathology being generally regarded as Morgagni (1682 Morgagni ( -1771 In an age of polypharmacy the above was an agreeable mixture, but there were sorne others not so palatable, such as "unuin vidimus uno aut altero su~w urint haustu curatum." There are many other points of interest in this little volume, but lack of space forbids me to mention them. Those interested in historical medicine will find plenty of original material for study in the lives of Irish physicians.
CELLULAR LATEX MATTRESSES
WITH so many County Infirmaries being converted into modern hospitals, any matter referring to their furnishings is of special interest to the medical profession, and the experiences of other hospitals are of value. For this reason we should like to draw the attention of our readers to the cellular latex type of mattress.
All mattresses supplied to Leeds Corporation during this year are of this type, and the Leeds Maternity Hospital has also decided to have these when replacing the mattresses now in use.
The cellular latex mattresses have been approved by the Medical Supplies Department after lengthy tests, and orders for them are being placed by H.M. Office of Works for the Ministry of Pensions, the Admiralty, and the Royal Air Force.
These mattresses are being adopted throughout the country because of their comfort and their hygienic merit. Owing to their construction, the texture of the material is constantly ventilated, for the cells of the latex "breathe," thus creating conditions which are of immense value io the care of the sick and the bed-ridden.
